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The invention of the matc¢h was, in common with most others, one born out of neces-
sity. There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of creating fire, quickly
and easily. Societal ¢hanges in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as greater
mobility and the extension of tobacco usage, made the need for a convenient ignition
mechanism all the more pressing. After the invention of a match product that was ca-
pable of commercial exploitation, during the first half of the nineteenth century, it took
only twenty years for the match to reach a stage of product development that would
remain practically un¢hanged throughout its life. The manufacturing process that was
developed soon after the invention of the match has also remained much the same, al-
though with considerable advances in meéhanisation.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Sweden that
became the dominant force in the match industry,
and this is still the case today. Sweden had abun-
dant supplies of the necessary raw materials and,
it seems, had at the time the necessary colleétion
of entrepreneurs and inventive engineers.
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The invention of the match was, in common with most others, one born out of necessity.
There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of creating fire, quickly and eas-
ily. Societal ¢hanges in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as greater mobility
and the extension of tobacco usage, made the need for a convenient ignition mechanism all
the more pressing. After the invention of a match product that was capable of commercial
exploitation, during the first half of the nineteenth century, it took only twenty years for the
match to reach a stage of product development that would remain practically un¢hanged
throughout its life. The manufacturing process that was developed soon after the invention
of the mat¢h has also remained much the same, although with considerable advances in
mechanisation.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Sweden that
became the dominant force in the matéh industry,
and this is still the case today. Sweden had abun-
dant supplies of the necessary raw materials and,
it seems, had at the time the necessary colleétion of
entrepreneurs and inventive engineers.
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The invention of the mat¢h was, in common with most others, one born out of neces-
sity. There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of creating fire, quickly
and easily. Societal ¢hanges in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as greater
mobility and the extension of tobacco usage, made the need for a convenient ignition
mechanism all the more pressing. After the invention of a matc¢h product that was
capable of commercial exploitation, during the first half of the nineteenth century, it
took only twenty years for the match to reach a stage of product development that
would remain practically unchanged throughout its life. The manufacturing process
that was developed soon after the invention of the match has also remained much the
same, although with considerable advances in mechanisation.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Sweden
that became the dominant force in the match
industry, and this is still the case today. Sweden
had abundant supplies of the necessary raw ma-
terials and, it seems, had at the time the neces-
sary colledtion of entrepreneurs and inventive
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The invention of the mat¢h was, in common with most others, one born out of necessity.
There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of creating fire, quickly and eas-
ily. Societal ¢hanges in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as greater mobility
and the extension of tobacco usage, made the need for a convenient ignition mechanism
all the more pressing. After the invention of a match product that was capable of com-
mercial exploitation, during the first half of the nineteenth century, it took only twenty
years for the match to reach a stage of product development that would remain practi-
cally un¢hanged throughout its life. The manufacturing process that was developed soon
after the invention of the match has also remained much the same, although with consid-
erable advances in mechanisation.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Sweden that
became the dominant force in the matc¢h industry,
and this is still the case today. Sweden had abun-
dant supplies of the necessary raw materials and,
it seems, had at the time the necessary colleétion of
entrepreneurs and inventive engineers.
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The invention of the matc¢h was, in common with most others, one born out of
necessity. There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of creating fire,
quickly and easily. Societal changes in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
such as greater mobility and the extension of tobacco usage, made the need for a
convenient ignition mechanism all the more pressing. After the invention of a match
product that was capable of commercial exploitation, during the first half of the
nineteenth century, it took only twenty years for the match to reach a stage of prod-
uct development that would remain practically unchanged throughout its life. The
manufacturing process that was developed soon after the invention of the match has
also remained much the same, although with considerable advances in mechanisa-
tion.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Sweden
that became the dominant force in the match
industry, and this is still the case today. Sweden
had abundant supplies of the necessary raw ma-
terials and, it seems, had at the time the neces-
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The invention of the match was, in common with most others, one born out of neces-
sity. There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of creating fire, quickly
and easily. Societal ¢hanges in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, such as greater
mobility and the extension of tobacco usage, made the need for a convenient ignition
mechanism all the more pressing. After the invention of a mat¢h product that was ca-
pable of commercial exploitation, during the first half of the nineteenth century, it took
only twenty years for the match to reach a stage of product development that would
remain practically unchanged throughout its life. The manufacturing process that was
developed soon after the invention of the matc¢h has also remained much the same, al-
though with considerable advances in mec¢hanisation.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Sweden that
became the dominant force in the matc¢h industry,
and this is still the case today. Sweden had abun-
dant supplies of the necessary raw materials and,
it seems, had at the time the necessary collection
of entrepreneurs and inventive engineers.
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The invention of the match was, in common with most others, one born out
of necessity. There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of
creating fire, quickly and easily. Societal changes in the eighteenth and nine-

teenth centuries, such as greater mobility and the extension of tobacco usage,

made the need for a convenient ignition mechanism all the more pressing. Af-

ter the invention of a match product that was capable of commercial exploita-

tion, during the first half of the nineteenth century, it took only twenty years
for the match to reach a stage of product development that would remain
practically unchanged throughout its life. The manufacturing process that
was developed soon after the invention of the matc¢h has also remained much
the same, although with considerable advances in mechanisation.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Swe-
den that became the dominant force in the
match industry, and this is still the case to-
day. Sweden had abundant supplies of the
necessary raw materials and, it seems, had
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The invention of the mat¢h was, in common with most others, one born out of
necessity. There had for centuries been a need for a portable means of creating

fire, quickly and easily. Societal ¢hanges in the eighteenth and nineteenth centu-

ries, such as greater mobility and the extension of tobacco usage, made the need
for a convenient ignition mechanism all the more pressing. After the invention
of a match product that was capable of commercial exploitation, during the
first half of the nineteenth century, it took only twenty years for the match to
reach a stage of product development that would remain practically unchanged
throughout its life. The manufacturing process that was developed soon afier
the invention of the match has also remained much the same, although with con-
siderable advances in mechanisation.

Despite its British birthplace, it was Sweden
that became the dominant force in the match
industry, and this is still the case today. Swe-
den had abundant supplies of the necessary
raw materials and, it seems, had at the time
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